
COMMUNICATION.
SPIRITUAL BAITINGS.

FOK Till MATIOKAli IXTILUOKKCIB.
The raps and responses which have appeared in the

Intelligencer occasionally for the last few months have
aroused some who had slept very soundly through all the
previous tumult among the disturbed spirits of both the
dead and living. We have rubbed oi^eyes and looked in
gaping and stupified wonder upon oar agitated friends
who hat* been converting with departed spirits through
the medium of tablo-lege, pencils, and scissors, the a, b,
c's and all that sort of thing; and, being onco thoroughly
awake, we have begun to cast about us to see what could
be done to ralm these agitated ones, lest, having aroused
all the dlse nbodied spirits, they should make a combined
and irresistible attack upon those of us who remain em¬

bodied, and reduce us to meek submission under some

uplifted table-leg, or send us back whimpering to the
study of our alphabet again.
We have had great sympathy, great fear for the living;

and we have had some doubts of our own sanity as there
occasionally oame before us visions of all Bedlam turned
}oose, all sane ones in strait-jackets, and these liberated
bedlamites, with most grave, sefiftus, and solemn earnest¬
ness consoling us, as they laced uj? our waistcoats and
shaved our heads. Poor fellows ! We could not under¬
stand the racket of tables, (except at dinner and after
the removal of the cloth,) and we must not be suffered to
go at large. But where, during all this time, has slept
our sympathy for the poor, wretched, and tormented
dead, some of whom have beep driven with lightning
.peed from Boston to Chicago ? Since the grave closed
over murdered Abel, in all nations, civilized and savage,
it has been considered a high crime to disturb the grave,
the body, the retting-place of the dead, while disturbing
.the tpiritt of the dead has been a crime so inconceivable
as never to have found a name among men.I forget,
there is a name]; but it implies something more grand, re¬

spectful, sublime thafi drumming on floors or lessons in the
a-b-abs. We commit the body of our friend to the grave,
mournfully and tenderly say to him in pace quiescaa, and
before we turn from the little mound that has been heap-
Ad above him, some Fox In Bochester has scented the
prey, and the poor fellow is summoned away to thump
out some nonsense that we were flattering ourselves he
"Was already well rid of. Why, Messrs. Editors, the very
audaoity of this crime of disturbing the rest of dead
friends has so completely overwhelmed and astonished ug

that we have not yet been able to rally our indignation
against it <pd meet it with the rerfstance which it de¬
serves. There were terrors enough hanging around death
heretofore to make the stoutest hearts among us quail,
and we have founu it no easy tao* to sooiue mese terrors
.with hopes of rest at last, and wisdom, too, purged of all
the follies that cling to us here, and augmented beyond
any thing we are able to conceive of. But these hopes
are to'be swept away at last, and we are to understand
that some solemn spinster, aided by some restless, inqui¬
sitive, dreamy cobbler, may summon our deluded spirits
to their tea-table, after their daily task is done, and keep
us thumping there till " ghosts troop home to church¬
yards." Has it come to this? Can our friends no longer
console themselves with the belief that they have buried
our follies with us 1 Must they be constantly tormented
by the fear that we shall be reappearing through some
convenient " medium" and uttering even greater nonsense
than we ever did while living; and telling secrets, too,
that you could not have forced from us by thumb-screws ?
Who would wish to die and incur such a fate!

It is too bad that Henry Clay, and Daniel Webster, and
JohnC. Calhoun, and all our great and all our little po¬
liticians, who while living have been ceaselessly tormented
by all sorts of interrogatories from Abolitionists and Free-
eoilers, Autimasons and Antirenters, Barnburners and
Hunkers, Tariff and Anti-tariff men, Unionists and Seces¬
sionists, and all the other countless schools of political
philosophers, cannot be permitted .to rest quietly when
dead, but must be handed over to the spiritual philosophers,
and summoned to a hundred table-legs in a single night,
to rap out some crude sentiment that they would have
been ashamed of when living. Think of the philosophical
Calhoun's being summoned under their tea-table by a

little knot of Boston abolitionists, and there meekly and
calmly spelling out one of his political rhapsodies ! We
had fondly hoped that these great statesmen were at
length beyond Che reach of their political foes. But it
¦eems that they are still within reach; and, what is worse,
that they are not much wiser about some things than
many living men. There is danger that an answer to the
celebrated Cleveland question will be extorted yet But
may the brave old hero outlive by a thousand years the
remorseless inquisitor whom all that " noise and confu¬
sion" could not silence, and thus disappoint him of ob¬
taining an answer through any "medium" whatever!
What, then, shall be done to protect the rest of the dead ?

Must they be left to defend themselves as best they may
against this remorseless host of their disturbers ? These
41 mediums" have no fear of ghosts, and scorn to whistle,
as did schoolboys of old, to keep their spirits up. But I
protest against any of my friends being called upon to
thump table-legs for any such coteries.
Can any thing be done for the protection of the living

against all the fearful consequences that seem to attach
t to this tampering with the unknown world, this so-called
intercourse with the dead? Legislation is out of the
question on this subject, for the cry of "per$ecutitn"
would be deafening, and it would only increase the evil
by .raising up a host ambitious of martyrdom in the holy
cause of conscience; as if they had a conscience when
they so ruthlessly disturb, or pretend to disturb, the sleep
of the dead. Ridicule they reject with infinite scorn.

Argument they pretend to appreciate; and they ore eter¬
nally challenging us to an investigation of facts. To facts
and to argument let the appeal be made, and the ques¬
tion can be settled to the perfect satisfaction of the Ame¬
rican mind.
Then arises the query, how shall this appeal be made ?

Who shall undertake it? We have no Academy of Science,
as have the French, by which suoh questions can be taken
up and investigated. But we have a Scientific Associa¬
tion which would seem capable of answering all the end*
required in this case. This association is to meet within
.-a few days in Cleveland. What I would propose, then,
is briefly this: let this association appoint a committee,
consisting of, first, the very best metaphysician in the
association, (or in the United States, if they can go out
¦of the association to make an appointment, and do not
happen to have the best metaphysician of the country in
their body ;) second, the best anatomist and physiologist
attainable; third, the man most profoundly acquainted
with electricity; fourth, the man most learned in the his¬
tory and most familiar with all the phenomena of animal
magnetism ; fifth, one of the most calm, fair, candid, pa¬
tient, laborious, and untiring investigators of any phe¬
nomena that he undertakes; and, sixth, one of the most
restless, inquisitive, and sceptical inquirers into natural
phenomena that can be found. A committee so consti¬
tuted would contain every element needed to a full inves¬
tigation of all the facts. Let this committee not summon
the media before themselves, but go to any medium, or
so-called medium, wherever it can be found, and there
carefully investigate all that can be seen or known. Let
them take one, two, three, or five years, if necessary,
and make a full vport, and the question will be settled
for the Amerioan mind, and definitely settled, as is the
Steam engine and magnetic telegraph.

Seriously, is not the question worth a laborious and de¬
finite settlement ? The annals of insanity connected with
this matter are most startling, and they appeal to science
and philanthropy for every possible aid. If this is the
best method of meeting the question, lei us use it If not,
give us a better, and all wiH be satisfied. c M

Virginia, Jult 28, 1863.
._____

Brilmakt Railroad Party..On board the Danish
ship-of the line Danebrog, then at Kiel harbor, a greatball was given on the 24tn June. On this occasion oc¬curred a circumatanoe perhaps unexampled in the annals
of railway travelling, namely, that a large oompany of thefashionables and aristocracy from Altona and Hamburgwent by the Ilambnrg-Kiel Railway in fall bail dress for
the festival. The distance is about 108 milt*.

THE PRESIDENT'S OPINIONS.
Messrs. Edito®: No other doctrines hare so much as

nullification and ptattable secession disturbed the publio
peace and produced so much angry disputation. A can¬
didate for the representative capacity in Virginia, re¬

cently denouncing nullification as an absurd fallacy, de¬
clared it as his opinion that " State secession was unat¬
tractive to the patriot in any form, and was scarcely
honorable when gilded with the false glare of being
peaceable of right," That candidate was opposed on the
ground of a difference of opinion on that subject by many
who support the present Administration, in the belief
that the President of the United Stutes is what is called a

State-rights man to the extent of embracing in his
political creed the doctrine of "peaoeuble secession." If
Gen. Pikbck admits that doctrine, what act or expres- <

sion of his contains the admission ? lie is reported as

having said, in his reply to Mr. Dallas, the other day, in
Philadelphia, that " however great any State in the Union
may be, it is nothing out of it." In his reply at his recep¬
tion in New York he is reported to have said to the citi¬
zens of New York: " You will be faithless to honor and
common honesty if you conscnt to enjoy the privileges
the Constitution confers, and seek to avoid the burdens
(if any) it imposes." PUBLIUS.

THE CITY OF WASHINGTON.

As a specimen of flippant ignorance and impudence
we have seen nothing in any newspaper lately to match
the annexed paragraph, and which we find so well an¬

swered by the comments of Justice. The writer evident¬
ly was never in the city which he so grossly abuses, and
if he will oome and Bpend a week.here we will agree to
pay his expenses if he does not eat his words with more

alacrity than his prototype ate the leek.
FROM THE CHARLESTON COURIER.

" Washington City as the Seat of Government..As for
this last city of wax and wafers.which tho British un¬

fortunately would not keep or bury in the Potomac.the
sooner we change its name the better for the memory
and fame of the illustrious Southerner whose patronym
it now prostitutes. New names may be found In abund¬
ance.there is Sodom and Gomorrah, and a thousand
others may be suggested."

Messrs. Editors : The above extract is from a com¬
munication in your paper of yesterday. I have no pur¬
pose to make any remarks on the general views of the
author, but the opinion expressed respecting the charac¬
ter and reputation of the city of Washington is at once
so uncharitable and so unjust that I am constrained to
say a word or two in reference to it. I do not know whe¬
ther the writer has hail the opportunity of knowing per¬
sonally the people whom he condemns, but I have had
that opportunity. There is no city of its size in the
Uaiou having higher claims to kindness. hosnitalHv.

* A * >

sound morals, and genuine piety. I know of no city,
not exespting Charleston, where society is more easy
and agreeable, where personal merit is more readily re¬

cognised, where information is more diffused, and supe¬
riority in intellect and learning more highly appreciated.
The abscnoe of a great commerce preserves it from the
vices which commerce engenders. The moderate scale
of living exempts it from the competitions in luxury and
fashion which the great incomes of other cities produce.
Its being the centre of national interests, as the scat of
government, draws to it continually every man or wo¬

man, foreign or native, of celebrity or importance. Even
the much-abused climate is decidedly better than that of
Boston, New York, Philadelphia, or Baltimore, and the
situation is one at once of beauty and magnificence.

I hope that it may continue forever to be the seat of
government. The name is appropriate. It is within
sight of Mount Vernon. It was selected by Washington.
It was founded by his hand. This alone gives it a pecu¬
liar character which no other city can possess. It will
forever constitute a part of the nation's gratitude to its
founder to preserve his city sacred to the purposes for
which it was selected and established by his hand and
choice.
The objections to it on the ground of not being cen¬

tral are every day becoming less and less important.
Railroads reduce difficulties arising from distance to no¬

thing. The permanency of a great nation's capital is of
more moment than any consideration of convenience or
distance. I doubt if a case can be mentioned of a change
in the capital city of a great nation which was not followed
by evil consequences, and did not prove to be a mistake.
It destroys the prcstigo of cherished and old associa¬
tions. The change from Rome to Constantinople ruined
the Roman Empire. That from Moscow to St. Peters¬
burg was the whim of a despot, and has secured none of
the covcted advantages. In our case I am inclined to be¬
lieve that the change of the Republic's capital would en¬

danger the stability of the Republic, and prove to be as

mischievous in its consequences as it is in all respects
unnecessary. JUSTICE.

OBITUARY.
Nai"les, June 28, 1853..I regret to inform you of the

death of Abtqck Middleton, Esq., of South Carolina, who
for the laat three years has resided in Naples with his fami¬
ly. lie died on the 9th ultimo of pleurisy, a disease under
which he had suffered for seTeral months, and which was

probably rendered fatal by improper hydropathic treat¬
ment. He was an accomplished gentleman and scholar, and
universally respected for his honorable principles and con¬

duct, and his kind and genial disposition. His loss is deeply
lamented by a large circle of friends, who had formed for
him such an attachment as is only bestowed upon those
possessed of the better qualities of human nature. Mr.
M. was formerly Secretary to the American Legation in
Spain, and his father was Minister Plenipotentiary at St.
Petersburgh. He leaves two children and a widow, who is
descended from an illustrious Bolognese family, from
whom she inherited the title of Countess of Beniroglio.

[ Corrttpondence Keic York Courier.

The whole region of Western Virginia (says one of our

exchange papers) is rapidly filling up. The tide of im¬
migration is pouring in from all quarters. Few hare any
adequate conception of the extent or character of this
incoming. Hitherto, so scattering were our settlements
and so small the companies of new comers, that most of
them found possessions and habitations along the margins
of rivers and lesser streams. Not so now. The low lands
arc pretty well filled.too much crowded for contort to
the hardy pioneers, who fide the denser neighborhood and
4eek new homes upon the uplands, thus peopling large
tracts of country which have long lain waste, the domain
of the deer and other wild beasts.

Fro* tue Bat or St. Lawrehce..The Gloucester
Telegraph reports the first arrival from the bay of St.
Lawrence. Mackerol were not plenty, and the vessels were

not doing much. The schooner had been boarded by an

English naval officer, who was gentlemanly, and stated
that vessels with more than two guns or muskets on board
were liable to be seised. It is reported that American
fishing vessels were not allowed to enter the Bay of Cba-
leur. It is said that most if not all of the people of St.
John's Island, Cape Breton, and the Out of Canso thought
as hard of the official vessels as the Americans, notwith¬
standing they were among those who petitioned for them.
Tliey now wish to have the restrictions removed,
prevent a very profitable commerce with the provincials.

A Turk of Fortoei's Wheel..A hard-working and
industrious American family, the father of whioh is a

coal heaver and the mother a washerwoman, residing in
Boston, has just received information that a brother of
the former recently died in Calcutta, leaving them the
very acceptable suorof $52,000.

Stcknbss IE Western Maryland..A disease strongly
resembling cholera is committing considerable ravages in
various ports of Washington and Frederick counties,
Maryland, having first made its appearanoe in the little
town of Williamsport, where it already, in six weeks,
numbers some fifty-five victims, and at the latest accounts
was prevailing to a considerable extent. On Friday nnd
Saturday the same disease made its appearance in Em-
mittsburg, and carried off six victims, leaving alsomwny
others sick, with scarcely a prospect of recovery. The
disease has also spread into the country from Williams-
port, and there had been several deaths at Letter's Mills,
and also at Meoluoicstown, fourteen miles from Emmitts-
burj.

WASHINGTON.
*< liberty and Union, now ami forever, one and

inseparable."

SATUllDAY, JULY 23, 1853.

SIUN OF TilE TIMES. *

It is with much pleasure.the greater, we con¬
fess, for some little surprise.thai we see a journal
so influential as the Charleston Mercury deservedlyis with a large body of politiciuns-in the South, em¬

phatically endorsing the views lately expressed by
two of our Cabinet Ministers, in the prcscnce of
the President, in regard to the constitutional
power of the Government to construct a railroad to
the Pacific. The Mercury says, indeed, that it has
for some time past advocated the view recently in¬
dicated at Philadelphia by Secretary Davis ; and
of course it must be so; but, always regarding that
print as after the straitest sect of strict construction¬
ists, we had not anticipated its support in the
greatest work of internal improvement ever pro¬
jected in this country. At any rate, the stand it
now takes is worthy of the palmy days of South
Carolina, when her Calhouns, and McDuffies,and IIamiltons were first among the foremost in
the National Councils in maintaining the great
cause of self-improvement, which every interest of
the country then imperatively demanded of the
General Government as among the highest of its
duties. We hail the liberal views of the dis¬
tinguished Secretary of War aud his colleagues,and of the leading journal of Charleston, as au¬
guring the return of wise councils and a sound
domestic policy.

FROM THE CHARLESTON MERCCRY.
The PacI/ic Railroad..Among the most interesting

indications of the policy of the Administration which
have been disclosed during the tour to New York, we
place the remarks of the Secretary of War and the Secre¬
tary of the Treasury at the reception in Philadelphia.
The Philadelphia American, whose editor took part in the
entertainment, in an article on the subject of a railroad
to the Pacific, says :

" The Government, through two of its principal Secre¬
taries, has declared in favor of the Undertaking as a work
of national necessity, and it has declared too in favor ofits being constructed, as a Goveroinant w««v .»

n ;. .

uy me
uiutcrnmeni. JNo constitutional difficulties are appre¬hended to be in the way, no constitutional scruples ap¬
pear 10 be entertained; the clause is designated confer¬
ring the power under which it can be made; the surplusfunds in the Treasury are pointed at as available for the
purpose, and as capable of being applied more beneficiallyiu this mode than in any other; aud, accordingly, we are
justified in believing that tien. Pierce has determined to
place the building of the Pacific railroad at the head of
the measures which are to constitute his policy, and that
he means to secure for his Administration the glory of
oommencing the grandest, as it is destined to prove the
most beneficent, work of internal improvement ever at¬
tempted by human hands. It was in his presence, and
therefore, assuredly, with his previous knowledge and full
concurrence, that Col. Davis and Mr. Gutuuie gave ut¬
terance to words on the subject which, we are sure, will
be read with Cne sentiment of pleasure throughout the
entire length and breadth of the United States."
The plan here indicated, (continues the Mercury,) it is

well known to our readers, is the ORe which this paper
has always advocated from the commencement of the dis¬
cussion in the Senate last winter. We advocated the mea¬
sure as one of plain necessity to the protection of the
Pacific region, and its construction by the Government
as the constitutional and proper mode of realising the ob¬
ject. We rejoice to see that the Administration has taken
this view of a question likely to have so great a place in
the practical politics of the next four years. Col. Davis's
views are so exactly our own, so well expressed, and so
significant of a settled policy, that we quote them at some
leugth.

WHIG NOMINATIONS IN MISSISSIPPI. .

The Whig State Convention of Mississippi held
a harmonious session at Jackson on the 11th and
12th instant, (the lion. Wm. A. Lake presiding,)
and concludcd the business for which it had assem¬

bled by nominating for State officers the gentlemen
whose names arc embodied in the following resolu¬
tions, which were passed by acclamation :

Retolved, That in the opinion of this Convention the
Hon. Francis M. Rogers, of Monroe, is the choice of the
people of this State for the office of Governor.

Retolved, That, conjointly with the name of Francis M.
Rogers of Monroe, as a candidate for Governor, the
names of Daniel R. Russell of Carroll, James A. Uornb
of Lauderdale, George A. Foote of Noxubee, and Josxrn
McDowell of Rnnkin, ore, wc believe, peculiarly accep¬table to the people of Mississippi, in connexion with the
respective offices of Auditor of Public Accounts, Secretaryof State, Attorney General, and State Treasurer.

Rtiolved, That we take the occasion for ourselves to
express our hearty approval of the principle laid down bythe Whig Convention.at Baltimore in June, 1852, and at
the same time to acknowledge, as we have heretofore
done, ami shall continue to do, our deep obligations to
those noble statesmen who so gallantly stood by the Com¬
promise of 1860, and who advocated acquiescence in it as
a final settlement of great sectional controversies.

Resolved, That we gladly look forward to the auspiciousperiod here in Mississippi when the interest, honor, and
welfare of our State shall be the chief subjects of delibe¬
ration in our State elections; such course being necessa¬
ry, in our opinion, to the attainment of that prosperity of
which the State is so susceptible, and to the proper de¬
velopment of her abundant resources.

Retolvrd, That we condemn and hold up to stern popularrebuke the appointment by President Pierce of Frce-
soilers and Secessionists to office, and of those who so
lately signalized themselves in their ultra opposition and
resistance to the great peace measures of 1*60; the more
especially as it developes a policy utterly at war with the
professions of the inaugural Address with reference to
those measures.professions which unquestionably met
the sanction of the great conservative body of the Ame¬
rican people.
Of the slave trade in Brazil a Rio Janeiro corre¬

spondent of the Philadelphia Ledger gives the fol¬
lowing statistics:
"The importation for the year 1842 amounted to

17,435 ; with the exception of a slight reaction in 1815,
it continued to increase with alarming speed until 1848,
when a revolution took place so rapid as to reduce the
whole business in 1852 to 700, a smaller number than
usually constitutes a single cargo."
Corstitution Tinkers..The Lotion (Democratic) Pot!

says: "Ifas muoh paina had been taken by the con¬
vention to improve the constitution as there has been to

perpetuate the Freesoil party, we should have had the
most perfect form of government submitted for the adop¬
tion of the people that any State in the Union could
boast of." .

The \ew York (Democratio) roil thinks that "when
the Washington Union shall have read all the Freesoilers
out of the Democratic party at the North, the Democratic
party will have very little flesh, blood, bones, or gristle

Journal. #

IToos in Kbntuckv..The Louisville Journal publishes
a table of the number of hogs in eighty-eight coun,ties of
that State over six months old, showing an aggregate
excess on the number last year of 102,000 head. There
are thirteen counties yet to hear from ; the total increase
in the State will therefore be about 215,000 head.

Naval Drt-Dock at Pensacola..It is stated that the
commission whose duty it is to examine and accept or re-

jeot the Naval Floating Dry-dock at Pensacola have re¬

ported adversely to the structure." The commissioners
required the frigate Columbia to be taken upon the dock
and drawn off upon the railway connected with it, with
all her guns, stores, and armament on board, and to re¬

main in that position for a given time. The contractors,
Messrs. Dakin, Gilbert, Secor & Co.,-of New York, deny
that the terms of the contract require this scrvic« *t their
hands, and refuse to perform it

THE CATASTROPHE AT NIAGARA PALLS.
The most intense excitement was oreated at NiagaraTuesday morning by the startling intelligence that a

man was in the midst of the rapids within a few feet of
the Fails, clinging for life to a frail Btump, against which,
in his perilous descent of the rapids, he had been thrown.
As soon as the terrible news became known hundreds of
persons hurried to the spot, and the report was found to
be too true.
Upon inquiry it was ascertained that the poor fellow

was one of three men belonging to a scow used for takingsand down the river, who had got into a small boat at¬
tached to the scow about nine o'clock on Monday evening,and, having by some means become separated therefrom,
were hurried down the rapids. The boat was of course
speedily swamped, and the men cast into the watejr; two
of them being at once carried over the Falls to their
dreadful fate, and the other by chance strikingand cling¬ing to a stump about midway between the falls aod Goat
Island bridge.
At daylight on Tuesday morning this poor fellow was

discovered in his perilous.situation, and it was speedilyfound that his rescue was almost impossible, since no
boat that could be procured would float a moment in the
rapids without being swamped and overturned. A
despatch was immediately sent to Buffalo for a life-bout,and one was sent by the railroad without delay. In the
mean time a box containing refreshment was attemptedto be floated to the imperilled man, who had clung with
desperation to his frail support in the midst of the dizzy¬ing, whirling rapids, and within hearing of "the roar ofthe cataract over which at any moment he might be hurl-ed, for upwards of twenty-four hours !
The life-boat at length arrived, but, proving too light,it immediately swamped. A raft was then floated out tothe sufferer, who got upon it; and, at six o'clock inthe evening another life-boat was sent to him, which

struck the raft and swept the man off into the rapids.He then attempted to swim to a small island, but failingto rcach it, he raised himself up to his full height, gave a
shriek, waved his arms wildly, and disappeared, llis
name was Joskpu Avery. The name of one of his com-
panions was Thomas IIarmaman.

FROM TIIEEDFFALO COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER OF WEDyESDAY.
Up to a^x o'clock last evening the public were kept in

a state of Excitement by despatches received at intervals
from the Balls, bringing information of the situation of
poor Avert, each report fluctuating between hope and
fear; now expressing confidence in his eventual safety,and now almost despairing of his rescue. A large num¬
ber of persons left this city for the scene of ex<"*~jientbjr;tbe trains, and airelM totU.^ oItea(Jaround tli*

-f-v
We have beet furnished with an account of the pro¬

ceedings since dae o'clock yesterday by an eye-witness.
Our informant tells us that the man was in a part of the

rapids where the rocks rise nearly to the surface of the
water. A log of wood, apparently wedged tightly be¬
tween the rocl«, and crossed by another, still higher out
of the water, *as his resting place. Here he remained,
half clinging to and half perching upon the log, from
which he wouid occasionally slip down and walk a little
on the rocks, which were only a sort distance under water-
A few feet in advance was a small fall of about four or
five feet, and here and on each side of him the waters
rushed wildly on at a speed of about forty miles an hour.
Since our report yesterday was made up, about 2J o'clock
in the afternoon, a raft was constructed formed of crossed
timbers, strongly fastened in a square form, a hogshead
being placed in the center. The raft was strongly se¬
cured with ropes on each side, and was floated down to
the rocks upon which Avery was stationed. As it ap¬
proached the spot where he stood, the rope got fast in the
rocks, and the raft became immovable. Avery then ap¬
peared to muster strength and courage, and descending
from the log, walked over the rocks to the place where
the rope had caught and labored long and hard to disen¬
gage it from the rocks. After some time he succeedcd,
and then with renewed energy, inspired by the hope of
rescue, he pulled manfully at the rope until lie succeeded
in bringing the raft from the currcnt towards his fearful
resting place.

Avery now got on to the raft, making himself fast there¬
to by means of ropes which had been placed there for that
purpose, and those on the land commenced drawing it to--
wards the shore. It had approached within thirty fat of
one of the small islands, towarJs which its course was di¬
rected, when suddenly it become stationary in the midst
of the rapids, the ropes having again caught in the rocks.
All endeavors to move it were found to be in vain, and
much fear was entertained that the strain upon the ropes
might broak them and occasion tha poor follow'a loss.
V«l»»a Boggcsttoua w«uc now volunteered, and several
attempts were made to reach him. One man went out in
a boat as far as he dared to venture, and asked him if he
would fasten a rope round his body and trust to beingdrawn in by that. The poor fellow, however, shook his
head despondingly, as though he felt that he had not
strength enough remaining to make himself secure to a

rope. At length a boat was got ready.a life-boat, which
had arrived from Buffalo.and was launched. Seeing the
preparations, Avery unloosed his fastenings, with the in¬
tention of being ready to spring into the boat. Borne on

by the rushing waters, and amid the breathless suspense
of the spectators, the boot approached the raft. A thrill
ran through the crowd ; the boat lived in the angry waves;
it struck the raft; a shout of joy rang forth from the
shores, for it was believed that he was saved ; when sud¬
denly the hope that had been raised was again destroyed.
A moment's confusion followed the collision, and in the
next the victim was seen in the midft of the waters, se¬

parated from his frail support and struggling for life.
For a minute or two the poor fellow, striking out boldly,
swam strongly towards the island, and the cry echoed
from shore to shore that he would yet be saved. But soon
the fact became certain that he receded from the shore ;
bis strength was evidently failing. Gradually he was
borne back into the fiercest part of the current; slowly at
first, then more rapidly. Swiftly and more swiftly he ap¬
proached the brink of the fatal precipice. The waters
had him at last, their undisputed victim, and madly they
whirled him on to death, as though enraged at his perse¬
vering efforts to escape their fury, A sickening feeling
came over the spectators when, just on the brink of the
precipice, the doomed man sprang up from the waters-
clear from their surface.raising himself upright as a

statue, with "his arms flung wildly aloft, and with a pierc¬
ing shriek that rang loudly above the mocking roar of the
cataract, fell back again into the foaming waves, and was
hurled over the brow of the precipice.
We have no heart for comment upon the melancholy

and awful event. The fate of poor Avery will add another
to the many fearful local incidents already related by the
guides at the Falls, and for years his critical situation,
his hard struggles, his fearful death will be the theme of
many a harrowing tale.

The Martinsbnrg (Va.) Gazette says the wheat harvest
is ended, and the expectations of the husbandman are

more than realised. The quantity is fully equal to that
of last year, and the quality first rate. The prospect for
a good crop of corn is fair.

Mabtland Toracco Crop..Fine rains which have pre¬
vailed m l'rince George's county have somewhat revived
the hopes of the tobacco-growers, though it is yet thought
not more than half a crop can be sccurcd. The Marlbo¬
ro' Gazette says:
" In this neighborhood the rain was folly sufficient to

enable planters who had tobacco plants to set them out.
The number of those who were so fortunate as to have
them was comparatively few: and we reiterate the opin¬
ion that, under the most favorable growing weather, we
do not anticipate that more than half the usual, quantity
of this article can be brought to the honse. W e learn
that the copious rains of Monday and yester lay morning
did not extend more than five or six miles below this vil¬
lage in the direction of Nottingham, and that in all or
most of that fertile region there has been but a small
quantity 0/ tobacco planted."
The National Democrat (New York) of the 10th July

says that " General l'ierce has caused it to be repeatedly
made known that he has appointed no man to office whom
he believed to be a Freesoiler, and he boldly declares that
he wdl remove every roan from office who shows himself
to be of that faction."

Hon. Wm. Mp.imll was inaugurated as Governor of
Ohio on the 18th instant. He was elected to the office of
Lieutenant Governor, and is now Governor under the
constitution, Gov. Woon having resigned to take an office
abroad conferred by the President. Mr. Mkpill is the
Democratic candidate for Governor for the fall election.

Ths Cmwciia Islands..Orders were received at the
Chincba Islands, May 31, from Lima, to clear all Ameri¬
can ships from the Islands, with cargoes of guano, with¬
out going to Callao. This is a wise regulation of the I e-
ruvian Government, as it tends to reduce the cost of
guano on shipboard, by relieving the vessels from the loss
of timt in returning to Callao (or clearance.

A WEEK LATER FROM EUROPE.
The htvuMa'i Franklin, fitui Havre and South¬

ampton, arrived at New York on Tuesday, bringingLiverpool dates of the Oth instant.
The commercial news from England is important;it will be found below. The quarterly returns is¬

sued on tho 5th instant show an increase in the
public revenue of j£1,000,000. The Queen was to
hold a review of the great fleet at Spithead on the
8th instant.
Our Telegraphic correspondence describes the

intelligence from the East as decidedly warlike,though, notwithstanding tho threatening aspect of
aflairs, there were those who hoped for a continu¬
ance of peacc.
A despatch to the London Times, dated at Vi¬

enna on the Oth of July, states that the llussiaushad crossed the river Pruth at two points, for the
purpose ot occupying tho principalities of Wallachiuand Moldavia.
A protracted Cabinet Council was held at London

on the 'id instant, at which it was said to bd decidedthat tho French and English fleets wero to enterthe Dardanelles as a counter move to tho hostiledemonstration of the Russians. It was thought,however, that negotiations would continue ovenafter the occupation by Russia of tho principalities.*

The report in London on the 2d that the Rus¬sians bad entered Jassy had causcd a panic in theLondon Stock Exchange. The rumor was deniedby the Austrian Minister on the 4th, but was stillbelieved, owing to the fact that the Paris Moniteurhad announced the receipt of an oflicial despatchfrom St. Petersburg decreeing the occupation of thel>anubir.n Provinces.
It is stated that the occupation of Moldavia l>yRussia had caused Austria to uuitc cordially withFrance and England. Prussia maintains her neu¬trality.
Count Gaylvse was to leave Vienna on a specialmission to St. Petersburgh in regard to the Turk¬ish question.
The warlike preparations of Turkey are continu¬ed on the most eitensive scale. The unfurling />fthe Sacred Banner of Mahomet will be (he signalfor the rising of the MahommeJj^ tribes from thoRed Sea to the Caspian.. + At the Arsenal of Con¬stantinople fi^ynour vessels were being armed, and
militia of Constantinople had been ordered out.

The Prince of Servia had offered to place 45,000
men at the disposal of the Sultan, and a similar
force was being raised in Albania.

The Emperor of Russia had issued a manifesto
on the 20th of June, denying that he wishes war,
and throwing the whole blame of war, if it should
come, upon the Ottoman Empire.

THE ENGLISH MARKETS.
Ijv ERrooL, July C..Wright & Gandy say that there

has been much excitement in the market for breadstuffs,
and prices have advanced on all descriptions since the
departure of the Arabia. Wheat continues active at 7s
9d a 8s 3d for white, and 7s 3d a 7s Gd for red. Flour
was largely dealt in at 2Gs Gd a 27s for Western canal,
and 28s a 23s for choice brands. Baltimore and Phila¬
delphia corn was more saleable at 21s for yellow, and
32s a 32s Gd per quarter for white. The imports of all
articles were heavy. Maxwell's circular of Tuesday,
July 5tli, quotes an advance of 2s Gd per barrel in flour,
2s per quurtcr in corn, 3da4d per bushel in white wheat,
and 5d a Gd in red since that dny week.

Mr. Henry's circular says that lard is steady at a shil¬
ling advance, with an upward tendency. Bacon is held
at Is. a 2s. higher.
The sales of cotton for the last three days amount to

25,000 bales, of which speculators took 5,000 and ex¬

porters G,000. There is a better feeling and a slight Lm-
provement in middling qualities.
Losnos, July 5..In consequence of the Turkish ques

tion wheat of all kinds is from 4s. to 5s. higher; flour Is.
to 2s. higher ; and corn 2s. per quarter higher. Consols
closed at 984.

. LATER STILL.
Halifax, July 20..The steamer Europa bringsthe following additional items of intelligence :

There are plenty of rumors in regard to the aspoct an-1
probable solution of the Eastern question, but nothing
that can be relied upon as authentic.

St. Fctersburgh letters of June 20th say that exchange
and stocks were unaltered, and the impression prevailed
tbat peace trould be maintained.
The passage of the Pruth by the Russians on the 2d of

July and the occupation of Jassy is confirmed-by later
and authentic advices. Gen. LuJers is to occupy Walla-
chia and Gen. Damburg Moldavia. The Russian reserve
at Moscow was about to march to Bessarabia.
Among the Russian troops on the frontier are Calmuclc

Tartars and other tribes of the interior of Asia, indicat¬
ing that the Emperor has been for a long time preparing
for this contest.

Advices from Constantinople are to June 23d. It was

rumored that Mozeroff will be sent by Russia to Con-
stantinople to re-open negotiations. The masses in Tur¬
key are anxious for war, and warlike preparations are

incessant, under the direction of French and English offi¬
cers. Selim Pucha has gone on a mission to Schamyl,
the Circassian chief, to secure his alliance.
Commodore Steinoham, of the U. S. frigate Cumber¬

land, had an interview with the Sultan and assured him
that he had the sympathy of the American people.

It was rumored that if France and England did not re-'
gard the occupation of the Principalities by Russia as an

act of war, Turkey would not oppose their occupation,
and negotiations would be resumed.

Provisions at Constantinople were enormously dear.
The paper currency was daily sinking; trade stagnant;
the silk crop almost a failure; opium abundant.
A despatch from Bucharest, July 2d, states that the

body of the army intended to occupy Wallachia were that
day crossing the Pruth, at Leova, Gen. Dandenburg com¬

manding, and next day the body intended to occupy Mol¬
davia would cross at Skouliany. The Hospodars have
been assured that no change would be made in the govern¬
ment of the principalities. Gen. Luders, with his division,
is to occupy Wallachia, and Gen. Daramburg Moldavia.

It is stated, on the authority of letters from St. Peters-
burgh, that the principalities will not be occupied at pre¬
sent with more than 20,000 men.

We have advices from Constantinople of June 23d. A
mediation, though generally considered impossible, is yet
talked of, and Mezeroff, it is supposed, will be sent

by Russia to Constantinople to reopen negotiations.
Others believed that any mission now from Russia would
be merely to signify to the Porte that, unless the ultima¬
tum be accepted, the Russians would cross the Danube.
We have little beyond rumor on which to found our

opinion of the probabilities of actual hostilities. It was

generally believed that England and France, having mo¬
dified their policy, and not looking upon the occupation
of the Principalities by Russia as an act of war, the Porte
would not oppose by force that occupation, but would for¬
mally call all the Powers of Europe to observe existing
treaties. Negotiations would then be resumed, the result
of which will be the guarantees of the privileges and im¬
munities formally made by the Porte to all the Powers,
including Russia. The question is not one of personal
vanity, any more than it is of policy, on the part of the
Czar. Having taken territory in pledge, Nicholas will
scarcely diminish his demand. Turkey cannot admit the
legality of the Russian occupation, but will not be likely
to cross the Danube to force actual war. Neither will the
Russians be npt to invade Turkey proper. Consequently
the present depressing uncertainty may continue for some
time longer.

It was rumored that a conference was to be held be¬
tween France, England, Austria, and Prussia, to agree
upon a protocol, to be submitted to Russia and Turkey.
The French Government have proceeded to answer

Count Nosselrode's circular by a despatoh communica¬
ted to their agents abroad.a measure they were the
more bound to take as the principal arguments of that

| Russian State paper wer^*xpressly directed Against tin
rival pretension* of France in tho question of the Holy
Places.
M. Dboi-yn ox l'Hcys's memorandum is * document of

great precision in argument and great moderation in tone.
The French Minister of 1853 disposes of the main ques¬
tion in dispute by a quotation from a memorandum from
Count de St. Priest, the Ambassador of France at Con¬
stantinople from 1768 to 1785, which is so pertinent to
the matter now in dispute that we shall transcribe the
passage:

" ' The zeal of our Kings,' said M. de St. Priest, 'has
been adorned with the title of 'protection of the Catho¬
lic faith in the Levant,' but that term is iilueory, and
serves to mislead those who have not examined the thing.The Sultaus have never had so much as an idea that tho
Kings of France thought themselves authorized to med-
dlo with the religion of the subjects of the Porte. No
Prince.as was very well said long ago by the Marqnisdo Bonuac, at this same embassy.no Prince will permitanother to mix himself up with the religion of his subjects.*The Turks arc as sensitive as any other people on this
point. France, which has always treated with the Porto
as a friend, never imposed on that Power such invidious
conditions; and the first point of my instructions was to
avoid giving umbrage to the Grand Seignor by stretch¬
ing those capitulations which concern religious matters."

This quotation is doubly significant, for it demolishes
the claim of Russia to the protection of the Greek chtureb,
founded upon analogy with that exercised by France in
favor of the Latins; and it also shows that France is pro-
pared to desist from the extreme exigencies of a similar
nature which she had at one moment put forward.

M. Dnouvx uk l'IIuys, however, has not hesitated to
state, though in moderate language, that the conclusion
of a separate treaty' on this subject between the Porte
and another Power, without the participation of France,
would be an act justifying whatever reservation she might
adopt, or even whatever threats she might in her turn utter.
This answer of the French Government is creditable to
them in every respect, and as we have occasion to advert to
the conduct they have recently pursued in these transac¬
tions, we feel bound to add that, as fiar as we are acquaint¬
ed with it, it has been marked by great fairness, and s
determination to uphold, in concert with this country,
those principles of publie law which are the strongest
bond of national interest and of the general peace.

MORMON TROUBLES IN MICHIGAN.

FROM THE CHICAdO JOURNAL Of JULY 18.
Fight with tub Mormons..We are indebted to Capt.

E. S. Stoxe, of the barque Morgan, who arrived here
yesterday, for the following extract from his log-book,
detailing a bloody rencontre between a party of Mormons
from Beaver Island and a party of citizens from the main
shore :

Barque Morcan, from Saginaw fob Chicago,
July 13, 6 o'clock P. M., 1853.

Off head Heaver Island, 15 mile*from the main, opposite PinaRiver, (Mich.) wind S.S.E., light and clear.
Heard reports of fire-arms and loud shouts as of a generalmelee on the main. Directly saw two small boats coming off

from the settlement at l'ino llirer. Immediately saw another
large fish-boat in pursuitof the two ahead, all apparentlyfillodwith men. A brisk liring was kept up from the stern boat
upon the two others. As they approached, saw there was
trouble and excitement. The two boats ahead were endeavor¬
ing to gut clear fryui the more powerful assailants in the largerboat, which was fast gaining on them, keeping up a brisk run¬
ning fire, without receiving a shot in return. In this condi¬
tion the two head boats approached within hailing distance
of us, and begged us to tako them on board and afford them
protection, to which I assented, and they came on board.
The boat in chase, now about fifty rods distant, " threw up"
and lay on their oars, ceased firing, and hailed us, forbidding
my receiving the cursed Mormons on board; that they were
pirates, deserved death, and should die, as also all thoso who
protected them, Ac.; to all of which I mildly replied that the
affair was somewhat an exciting one, and that I could not per¬
mit them to approach any nearer tho vessel in their presentfxcitod state, at which they held a short consultation, and
hen rowed off for tho shore from whence they came, " Pine
Eliver."
Upon an inquiry into the affair and an examination of thefc

mounded who had come on board, I ascertained the following
facts: Tho party consisted of fifteen men, among which were
ihc hi^h sheriff of Mormon county, (Beaver Island,) other
official!, citizens, Ac., all Mormons, or adherents of the Latter
Day Saints; six of whom, from the severe weunds, will pro¬bably fall victims or martyrs to their faith. At all events,
I belicrft them to be in their loiter days. From all appear¬
ances they had a narrow escape from their infuriated pur¬
suers. Ride balls had shattered and riddUd the boats in
pieturts'jue style, and had indiscriminately broken legs, arms,
thighs, Ac., of tho boats' crews, but miraculously escaped
uking effect in immediately vital places.
After the excitement had somewhat subsided, and the

wounded had b<jen cared for to the best of my ability, I ob¬
tained the following information in relation to the general
fight, difficulty, Ae.:

litsrar island if settled with a wajority of Mormon*. Bylate legislative aeti it has been set off into a county, towns,Ae. The inhabitants have proceeded to organize, elect officers,Ac. The Mormons being in the aseendeney of course carried
the election, and the test in politics was Mormons and Gen¬
tiles, (not Whigs, Democrats, and Freesoilers.) The gentilea
were beaten in the election, and when they saw their situa¬
tion, camc to the determination to be non-actor*, that is, claim¬
ed no organization subjcct to law, esncciallj/ to any Mormon
law. However, the authorities that be went legally in, and,
in pursuance of law, tho sheriff on this occasion had proceed¬
ed to the township of Pine river (in said county) to summon
three jurymen to attend the county court, then in session at
Beaver Harbor. Upon the sheriff's landing to summons thesa
juryuion the Gentiles of Pine river township assembled with
arms, sticks, stones, Ac., protesting against any law, mora
.specially Mormon law, ordered the sheriff off, and the run¬
ning fight, as before described, then and there commenced.
The party on arriving at Beaver Island went ashore in their

»wn boats, and from appearances the matter will not be settled
without further bloodshed.

A BANK SWINDLED.

. FROM THE NEW TORK JOURNAL OF COMMIRCK.
The Bridgeport Bank, of Bridgeport, (Conn.) was re¬

cently swindled out of $1,200 by a shrewd operation on
the part of a returned Californiui named Geo. H. Don-
can, a resident of Waterbury, (VL) It appears that some
months since this individual made his appearance in this
city with a large amount of gold dust and quarts in hi*
possession, he hating then returned from California.After dashing about for awhile in this city, and givingthe impression that he bad be«n highly successful in hia
gold-seeking operations, he proceeded to Bridgeport, where
he opened an office for the sale of his glittering commodity.After disposing of a considerable quantity of it, he closed til*
office and left for this city ; before doing which, however, h*deposited one lump, which be valued at 91,400, in the Bridge¬
port Bnnk, receiving from the Cashier a certificate of deposit*for that amount. This he brought with him to New Yorlr,and sold to Mr. Joseph llough, Exchange Broker, doing bosl-
nc.«s under the Museum, for a slight dedaction from the face
of it. Soon after be left town it was discovered that one or
more small pieces of quarta which he bad dispoa«d of contain¬
ed little or no gold; and the District Attorney of that county
was applied to to procure his arrest. This gentloman, on
learning of the deposite made by him in the bank, went to thatinstitution, and informed its officers of the complaints thathad been made to hiss relative to Duncan. This led to aa
examination of the precious lump, which turned out to be
nothing more nor less than a sheer humbug. It was com¬
posed of a piece of soft stone, in which a cavity had been
bored and lead poured into it; the outer surface bad then un¬
dergo.no a chemical process, and particles of eold dust and
other glittering substances had been sprinkled upon it, ia
snoh a manner as te render it very like the genuine quartarock. When this discovery was made, an officer of the bank
was immediately dispatched to this city to effect the arrest ef
thq swindler. Officers Devoe and Keefe, of the chi<?r» oflee,
were made acquainted with the circumstance, and were fo«a
in search of him. They found that be had pnt up at a publie
house near the down town depot ofthe Hudson River Railroad;
but on going there were unable to find him. His wife and one
John Chesley, who had appeared at the broker's office t®
identify him," were, however, there, and wore arrested m4
taken before the chief of police. The former was subsequently
discharged from custody, and immediately started for her
home in Vermont. Chesley was committed to prison to await
examination. The police are confident of soourlng Duncan
very soon. On searching tho public house where ho and bie
wife stopped, they found $«50 sewed up ia a table cloth be¬
longing to him.

Presxrvixo Fruit in Bottl.bs..Strawberries, rasp¬
berries, blackberries, currants, peaches, in fact any fruit
may be preserved in air tight bottles so as to retain ita
natural flavor, with but little labor or expense. The fol¬
lowing is an excellent mode :

" Fill the bottles quite full with fruit not quite ripe; plaea
them, with the cork put lightly into them, in a copper witlk
cold water up to the neoks, and gradually raise the tempera¬
ture of the water to 160 degrees, and not exceeding 17# de¬
grees Fuhr. Keep them at this temperature half an hour;
then take each out separately, and fill it np with boiling wa¬
ter from a kettle to within an Inch of the cork drive in tba
cork firmly, tie it over, and dip it immediately into bottle
wax, and lay tho bottle down on its side to keep the cork al¬
ways damp. To prevent fermentation turn each bottle hulf
round twioe or tbrico a week for two or three weeks; after
that they will need no further eare. The corks shoald be
soaked in water two or three days before being use<J.

Another mode is to tie the corks before putting the
bottles in the water. The heat expels the atr from the
fruit. As soon as the bottles are cool enough, apply'the
sealing-wax. Tho secret consists in exnaus ng air

from the bottles and making the corka airtignu


